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What Is AT AA? 

The Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA) was founded 1n 1979 as 
a non-profit, tax-exempt organization with the goal of promoting a more positive 
image of Turks and Turkey in the United States through cultural and educational 
activities. Currently, ATAA unites the Turkish-American community in 44 
component associations across the United States and Canada to disseminate 
information on the history, culture, customs and traditions of the Turkish peopfe. 

The Assembly is governed by a Board of Directors and a Board of Trustees, 
who oversee the financial management of the organization. Ultimate authority rests 
with the Assembly of Delegates which convenes once a year at the annual 
convention, 

Through community schools, children of Turks in America are educated in the 
Turkish language, history and traditions, AT AA is actively promoting packets of 
information on Turkey to be included in school curricula. Through the local 
organizations teachers of social studies are receiving workshops on how to teach 
about Turkey. Textbook review committees are forming to remove passages in 
books which are inaccurate or distort history and include sections where fittle or 
nothing is written. The goal is to have our children develop a deep love and 
knowledge of their Turkish heritage, and have them attend schools where they 
learn about Turkey's accomplishments. 

AT ANs major publication is a quarterly journal A TA-USA which brings members 
up-to-date on the activites of the Assembly, the associations, and presents items of 
historical, cultural and social interest to the community. At various times ATAA 
publishes special books, articles. and reports on issues that are confronting Turkish
Americans in their daily activities 

The Political Action Committee of the Assembly of Turkish American 
Associations (PAC-ATAA) was formed to find ways of improving US Turkish 
relations with respect to the U.S. Congress. Those who do not understand Turkey 
or who are inimical to Turks and Turkey, for whatever reason, do not go 
unchallenged when they present their legis[ation which is designed to undermine 
dose U.S. Turkish tres. Congressmen are advised of the negative ramifications 
passage of this legislation will have. 

Membership in AT AA is automatically conferred on an individual when he or 
she becomes a member of one of the component associations spread across the 
United States. The Assembly also accepts applications from individuals at-large. For 
further information on membership or on other activities, please call the Central 
Office of the Assembly at (202) 293-4670, or write to AT AA at 2010 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W. Washington, O.C. 20036. 
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fv\ay 20, 1988 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
Oakland, California 

Dear Friends 

President's Message 

From all across The United States, Canada and Turkey, we have gathered in 
Oakland, California this year to celebrate our tenth year of service to our Turkish 
American community, as well as chart our course in the next decade. I would 1ike 
to take this opportunity to welcome all of you who were able to come to Oakland 
and participate in the convention, and ! would like to thank ail of those whose 
contributions, support and hard work, through the years, have given us the 
Assembly. 

As we look back on the road we have come along, we find that the hurdles 
are higher, and the pitfalls and obstacles have increased and become more difficult 
to overcome, but our strength and resolve have intensified and our numbers 
increased. We are speaking with a much stronger, more effective and unified voice. 
Our members are facing their detractors with documented facts and figures that 
prick holes in their faulty arguments. 

We are still a long way from our goal of an America where Turks are known 
and respected for their accomplishments rather than defamed in distorted versions 
oi history. We are having an impact in the fields of education, business, 
government, and the media but in this next decade it must increase dramatically. 
We must grow in numbers of dedicated, hard-working members, not just 
countering charges and attacks, but also giving the American public positive images 
of Turks and Turkey, and an appreciation of our rich cultural heritage. 

Let us go back into our communities with the resolve that in the next ten years 
the tide is going to turn very much in our favor and that we will have these days 
of accusations and altegations behind us, As l serve as President, I look forward to 
working with all of you on this challenge we face together. 

Sincerely, 

( 

Tunca lskrr 
President 
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Message from His Excellency Kenan Evren 
President of the Turkish Republic 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to address this message to all the Turkish
American assodations as well as my fellow citizens and Turkish-Americans on the
occasion of the 10th Annual Convention of the Assembly of Turkish American
Associations. 

! am following with pleasure the achievements of my fellow citizens and 
Turkish-Americans aimed at promotfng our culture and making the voice and the
strength of the Turkish presence heard and recognized in the United States.

Currently we are going through a period of a series of efforts designed to 
promote the friendly and allied relations existing betvveen Turkey and the United
States in a manner mutually beneficial to both of these countries, a period in which 
various circles, because of their ill-willed intentions and narrow-interest calculations, 
are disturbed by these efforts and they are exerting extensive pressure with an aim 
to adversely affect such relations . 

for this reason, it is of greater importance than ever before that you continue
your activities in unity and intensify your efforts with faith and determination in
order to prevent the initiatives of these circles from succeeding. Your efforts wHI
be, as they have been in the past, an important contribution toward making our 
country better known in the United States and in overcoming the probfems that 
we face there. 

1 am fully confident that your activities, which are deeply appreciated, will 
continue to expand. With such confidence, !et me wish all the success to the 
Assembly of Turkish American Associations and extend through you to all my 
fellow citizens and Turkish-Americans, as well as to all our American friends, my 
affection and warmest regards. 

Kenan Evren
President of the
Turkish Republic 
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with the assass ination of the Turk ish Consul General of 
Los Angeles. Kemal Ankan. Our communi ty knew now 
that the surviva l of our ideals, our liberti es and even 
ou r  l i ve; were in jeopardy. ATAA pub l i shed an ad in 
the Washington Post and Los Angeles T imes to publ i 
oze the vicious and v ind ictive nature of Armenian ter· 
ronsts 10 a large ly  unaware American publ ic . 

Dr . Ulgur made a tr ip to T urkey to meet with gov· 
ernment oft1ci a ls and members of the business com · 
munity, especially those associated with TUSIAD. He  
was received by the  Pr ime Minis te r and ot her oft1c1als 
concerned with U .S. Turkish relations and was encour
aged by thei r  pleasure a t  ATAA eHorts to promote 
better rela t ions between the two countnes. 

Al l aboa rd the Turkish Express Joined their com· 
patr iots in  Chicago for the fourth annual meeting, Apri l 
1 7- 1 8, 1 982 .  O r iginat ing in Washington, D.C.  and 
Jo ined by con tingen ts from ew York and othe r cit ies 
along the way, the Turkish Express train brought con 
ventioneers to a two-day, h ighly profitable annual 
meeting. Speakers featu red were Senator Char les 
Mathias, Jr from Maryland  and Congressman Paul 
F indley from Il l inoi s .  

A return tnp to Turkey, August 20-30, 1982, was in 
the offing for a seven-person de legation at the request 
of the Turkish Head of State. Kenan Evren . Armenian 
terror ism and the image of Turks in America formed 
the prima ry focus of the discussions. 

As 1 982 came to an end the Assembly now num
bered 34 member associa tions .  Publrc educa tion and 
pub l ic  affai rs, c ivil r ight5 and lega l rep resentation  of 
Turkish-Americans were the most important activit ies 
undertaken in  the past year. 

The process o f  bui ld ing a nationa l Tu r kish-American 
unity was carried to a new plane with the contruction 
of a national agenda for the Assembly at the F ifth 
Annual Convention held in Atlanta, Georgia from April 
1 5- 1 7, 1 983,  at the wor ld famous Westin Peachtree 
P laza. Congressman Larry McDonald of Georgia gave a 
very wel l  documented presenta tion on international 
te rrorism. Senator John Chafee of Rhode I s land spoke 
on the status of the proposed security assistance fo r

Turkey in Congres s .  Four new associations jo ined the 
Assembly for a total o f  .30 member organ iza t ions .  On 
Apr i l  1 6 th as part of the Assembly's F i fth Annual 
Meeting, a charter fo r the Counci l  on Education was 
accepted and this important div1s 1on of AT AA was 
inaugurated under the chai rmanship of Armagan 
Sanver. Its agenda was far reaching in scope, 
performing services for the communi ty on a na t ional 
l evel , I t  would synthes ize the  major i ssues confronting
the community and coordinate the efforts to resolve
the problems brought to i t  by the assoc iations . 

Although the Assembly  was s t i l l  a young 
organization i ts voice was being heard. On May 2 7, 
1 983 T .V. Channel 26 (WETA, Virginia) a i red a movie 
titled , "The Forgotten Genocide ." The Assembly asked 
for and received equal time. On June 24, 1 983, the 
Fi rst Vice P resident, Ta�kin At i l ,  and Dr.  Justin 
McCarthy debated two members of the Armenian 
community and successful l y  presen ted the Turkish 
point of view. 

To protest the inclusion of Armenian materia ls i n  
the Holocaust Museum the Assembly submit ted 
a rticles to majo r  Jewish newspapers, effective l y 

commun icating  the facts behind this effort to more 
than a mi l l ion Jewish -Ameri cans. 

1983 a lso marked the incep t ion of a maJor 
fund raising dr ive to bui ld a Turkish -American Cul tural 
Center i n  the Nat ion's Capital .  I n  the in i t ia l  phase over 
$20,000 was collected for this proiect. Addi t l onal ly to 
rai se funds, Mrs. Ayla E l ekdag opened the doors oi the 
Embassy and held a very successful T urk1sh bazaar i n 
November with al l proHIS going to the Assemb ly, as 
she has done every year s ince the beginn ing of AT AA. 
I n December ,  Ambassador and Mrs. E lekdag hosted a 
T u rki;h Repub l ic  Sixtie th Anniversary Fund Rais ing Ball 
with all profits going to the Assembly's educationa l 
and cul tu ra l  programs. AT AA spearheaded a 
fundrais1ng d rive for the vict ims of a devastat ing 
earthquake in Easte rn  Turkey that cla imed over 1 ,1 00 
l ives as 1 983 came to an end and a check fo r $41 ,000 
was presented to Mrs. E lekdag at this ball to be 
forwa rded to the su rvivors in Turkey. Th rough the 
years she has been a t i re less and highly successful 
fundra1 ser for the Assembly . 

Cyprus came to the forefront of the issues 
confron t ing the Assembly  as 1984 began.  In Congress, 
a bill was introduced to ban aid to Turkey until it 
wi thdrew i ts recognit ion of the Turk ish Republ ic  of 
Northern Cyprus .  

On May 1 7-20, 1 984 the Assembly he ld ,ts Sixth 
Convention at the Washington Hi l ton i n  the Nation's 
Capital . Dr .  Kema l  Goknar became ATM's second 
P resident . A White House conference was a h ighlight 
of the convention, organ ized in response to a 
P resident Reagan meeting with Creek and A rmenian 
community members. A fashion show by Zuhal 
Yorgancioglu gave attendees a great deal of pride in 
t hei r Turkish cultural heri tage. 

On September  1 0, 1 984 .  the House passed 
Resolu tion 247 designati ng Apri l  24th as an Armenian 
National Day of Remembrance and not a s ingle 
representative ra ised a voice against i t .  The time  had 
come to have the T u rk i sh-American voice effectively 
heard 1n Congress. Unde r  the guidance of Ta�k1n At1I 
the Pol it ical Action  Committee of the Assembly was 
fo rmed .  Now the members of the commun i ty  could 
make cont ribu tions to the congressional campaigns 
and put the  weight of al l Turk ish-Amer icans behind 
them . 

To br ing the Assembly c loser to the membership, a 
ser ies of regional meeti ngs were held in 1 984 . In New 
York the focus was on the l ack of Turkish h is tory in 
the American school system. On October 6- 7, 7984 
members gathered 1n  Ch icago for the Midwest 
Regional  meeting and discussed "Youth and Gra ss 
Roots Act iv ities of Turk ish-American Associa t ions ."  

Again, Armenian terro rists struck with deadly a im
this t ime a t  the Turkish Embassy in  Canada where a 
gua rd was ki l led and the Ambassador  1n1ured . 
Immed iately fo l lowing this attack on Apri l  1, 1 985 Al i  
Ferda Sev in, ATM's F i rst Vice President at the time, 
appeared on the MacNeil Lehrer News Hour to debate 
and analyze the a ttack with an Armenian spokesman. 
Sevin, wi th c lear prec ise, very factual statement5, was 
able to expose viewers to the treacherous and fa r 
reaching consequences of Armenian terro rism . 

P r ime Mini s ter 6za( v is i ted the United States 1 n 
Apri l  and ATAA hosted an elegant dinner in his honor 
at the Washington H i l ton .  Also in attendance were 



over 60 members of the Grand Nat ional Assembly and 
many prominent Turkish bus inessmen. 

New Orleans, famed for Its hospita lity, left no one 
disappo inted at the Seventh Convention, he ld May 
2-5 .  1 985 at the Shera ton . The issues d iscussed 
foe.used on the American academic response to 
Armenian claims and on youth concern s .  C reole 
cuisine, Jazz and Turkish fo l k  dancing made the annual 
banquet a huge success .  

The i ssue of greatest c.onc.ern In 1985 was the 
Armenian reso l u tion befo re Congress .  Cne of the 
mosc benefic ial and crucial documents that was 
presented to congressmen was the dec. larat1on by 69 
eminent American Scholars of Ott0man and Tu rk ish 
history that refuted the basic tenants of the resolu t ion. 
The Assemb ly publ ished th is  declaration  In The 
Washmston Post and The New York Times co draw 
pub l ic anenuon to chis insid ious resolut ion . 1965 
ended on an upbeat noce wi th the defeat of th i s  
resolution on December 1 2 th. 

In February, 1 966  a very spec ial St rategic Plann i ng 
Group comprisi ng members of the Board of T rustees. 
Board of D i rectors and Committee Chai rpersons 
assembled and issued a communique detailin g areas 
where the Assembly needed to grow and where the 
organ izational s t ructure needed fine tuning.

In the Spr ing of 1966, AT AA i ssued a Specia l
Report on the suffer ing of che Turkish m inor ity 1n
Bulgar ia . Members were info rmed on act ions co take
with human rights organiza tions to focus wor ld publ ic.
opinion on the Bulga rian Government gun-point
ass im 1 l a t1on campaign . At the E 1�hth Convention, held
in Wash ington. D .C ., a resolution was passed by the
delegates condemn ing the human rights abuses of the
Bulgar ian Government and which set i n  mot ion a
protest campaign .

Another major i ssue presented at the Conven t ion 
was the cu r rent status  of U .S .  Turkish relations .  Ajda 
Pekkan was the superstar entertainment a t t raction at 
the annual banque t, much to the del ight of everyone. 
During the delegates meet ing the re ins of leadership 
passed m T arhan  Dani�man who became the thi rd 
P residen t of the Assembly ,  and the Assembly gai ned 
three new associat ions for a total of 41 under the 
umbre l la .  

In  September an international bazaar for t rade and 
business was held at New Hampshire Col l ege Col lege 
ed ucators and local business leaders were amazed at 
the stumbl ing blocks Turkey's foes pu1 into U . S. 
Turkish rela1 1ons .  I n  Ne, ark, NJ, members of the 
AT AA Board of Di rec tors met with the leadersh ip of 
the New York Federat ion to issue a urnty 
commur nque. 

A major trip to Tu rkey by  the Assembly leadersh ip 
p rovided h igh vis 1b i l icy of AT AA's activ i t ies in the 
Uni ted States m the Tu rkish publ ic .  Both P resident 
Ewen and Prime M InIster Oza l rec.e1ved the delegation, 
as wel l as m inisters and parl 1amenta r 1ans. 

Dur ing November a orth Cent ral Regional 
Confe rence was held in Michigan br i nging the 
Assemb ly 1n touch with Turki sh-American psychiatrists 
from around the country. Also in ovember, a 
community forum was he ld in New York to poim out 
how vital commun ity involvement Is in solv ing the 
problems faced by Tu rk i sh-Amencans. 

AT AA vis ited F lorida In January and In Ma rch 
part 1c. 1pated in a Southern Regional Conference In New 
Or l eans. A h igh ly successful first Youth Convent ion 
held i n  P rinceton, N.J. followed in Apri l .  The young 
Tu rki sh-Americans left ,vi th a deep p r ide  in their 
Turk ish he r rragc and a resolve to ca rry on the 
Assemb ly's work In the i r  communities. 

With che magnificence of Sul eyman in Wash ington, 
D.C. the venue fo r the Ninth Convent ion had to be
the Nation's Capital With th is backdrop the
conven t ion took on a special e l egance. Four
congressmen rea l l y  drove home the  po in t  t hat Tu rkish·
American inpu t was  welcome and desparatel y  needed
when issues concern ing Turkey came up in Congress .
Delegates admi tted three new assoc iations and the
Assembly now numbers 44  component assoc iations .

In June President Darn�man scepped down having a 
d ifferent set of goals and objectives for the Assembly 
than those agreed upon by the Board of Di rec tors. 
The treasurer, Tunca lsk1 r, was nominated by the 
Board and became the fou rth AT AA President .  

Wa i t i ng uni . I  many were on vacat ion and the 
Congress was ju st abou t to adjourn, the Armenians 
made their major thrust to run the i r  reso lu tion through 
Congress .  With a night and day major  l etter wnt ing. 
te lephoning, and visi t ing campaign by a l l  of Tu rkey's 
admirers, th i s  legislation was defeated on August 7, 
1987 

The Armenians los t  this one but  were more active 
than ever In Cal ifo rnia try i ng to put their version o l 
h is tory into the social studies cu rr icu l um. New York 
has a s 1m 1 l a r  cu rricu lum under study. A second print i ng 
of Armenian Allesat,ons: Myth and Reality has just 
been publ ished and wi l l  give us a valuable tool as we 
confron t t h is unceasing a ttack on  our very essence .  

As we hold our specia l  10th Convention he re in 
Cahforn ia ,  let us  s t rengthen our resolve and deepen 
our commitment to our work In the next decade 
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Distinguished Service Award Recipients 

Each year the Assembly bestows its Distinguished Service Award on the person or 
persons who have given extraordinary service to the Turkish-American community. 

RALPH ROPP 
T ARHAN DANl�MAN 
LEON PICON 
BONNIE JOY KASLAN & BEKIR ONURSAL 
ALP KARAHASAN, M.D., PH.O. 

1984 

7985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

Turkish-American of the Year Award Recipients 

This exclusive award is presented each year to a person of Turkish descent who 
has come to this country or was born here and has achieved an outstanding 
degree of success in his field to the point that it has brought honor to our Turkish
American community. Also, this person has to have made an outstanding 
contribution toward the pursuit of our Assembly goals. They are a role model for 
all of us to follow. 

AHMED KAFADAR 
AYHAN HAKIMOCLU 
EROL ONARAN 
NURi SABUNCU 

1984 

1985 

1987 

7988 

Assembly's Gold Medal of Honor Award 

Each year the Assembly has honored those individuals who have made 
extraordinary contributions to AT AA and to the Turkish American community. 
However a special award was created to honor an individual whose 
accomplishments had a nationwide impact on all Americans. 

DR. ESiN ATIL 1987 
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Borusan Holding A.�. 
join to wish further 

success to 
THE ASSEMBLY 

Borusan Holding A.�. 
Borusan Binas1 523/533 

Sal1pazan 80040 
istanbul, Turkey 



ESKA 

w th best wishes 
in this 10th year 

to he Assen1bly of 
Turkish American Associations 

Eska Construction 
Bt. yokdere Caddesi 132 

I" at 9-10 Zincirliku} u 
istanbul 80280 Turkey 







Best Wishes 
from 

Kutluta� MOhendislik 
MOmessillik 

MO�avirlik Sanayi ve 
. Ticaret A.�. 
Iran Caddesi No 2 

Kavakhdere 
Ankara Turkey 




















































