





What Is ATAA?

The Assembly of Turkish American Associatiens (ATAA) was founded in 1879 as
a non-profit, tax-exempt organization with the goal of premoting a more positive
image of Turks and Turkey in the United States through cultural and educational
activities. Currently, ATAA unites the Turkish-American community in 44
component associations across the United States and Canada to disseminate
information on the history, culture, customs and traditions of the Turkish people.

The Assembly is govemned by a Board ef Birectors and a Board of Trustees,
who oversee the financial management of the organization. Ultimate authority rests
with the Assembly of Delegates which convenes once a year at the annual
convention,

Through community schools, children of Turks in America are educated in the
Turkish language, history and traditions. ATAA is actively promoting packets of
information on Turkey to be included in school curnicula. Through the local
organizations teachers of social studies are receiving workshops on how to teach
about Turkey, Textbook review committees are forming to remove passages in
pooks which are inaccurate or distort history and include sections where fittle or
nothing s written. The goal is to have our children develop a deep love and
knowledge of their Turkish heritage, and have them attend schosls where they
learn about Turkey's accomplishments.

ATAA’s major publication is a quarterly journal ATA-USA which brings members
up-to-date on the activites of the Assembly, the asseciations, and presents items of
historical, cultural and social interest to the community. At various times ATAA
publishes special books, articles and reports on issues that are confronting Turkish-
Americans in their daily activities

The Political Action Committee of the Assembly of Turkish American
Associations (PAC-ATAA) was formed to find ways of improving U.S. Turkish
relations with respect to the U.S. Congress. Those who do net understand Turkey
e who are inimical te Turks and Turkey, for whatever reason, do not go
unchallenged when they present their legislation which is designed to undermine
close U.S. Turkish ties. Congressmen are advised of the negative ramifications
passage of this legisiation will have.

Membership in ATAA is automatically conferred on an individual when he or
she becomes a member of one of the component associatiens spread across the
United States. The Assembly also accepts applicatiens from individuals at-large. For
further information on membership or on other activities, please call the Central
Office of the Assembly at (202} 293-4670, or write to ATAA at 2070 Massachusetis
Ave., NW. Washington, D.C, 20836.




Component Associations of the Assembly
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Turkish American Association of
Phoenix, AZ

American Turkish Association of
Southern California, CA

Hilal Turkish American Islamic Cultural
Society, CA

Turkish American Association of
California, CA

Turkish American Cultural Society, CO

American Turkish Association,
Washington, D.C.

Florida Turkish American Association, FL

Florida Turkish American Association
Women’s Club, FL

Turkish American Cultural Association,
CA

Turkish American Friendship Association,
Hi

Turkish American Cultural Alliance, IL

Turkish Mosque and Culture Center, IL

United Turkish Americans, IL

Turkish American Association, LA

Turkish American Cultural Society of
New England, MA

Maryland American Turkish Association,
MD

Turkish Children Foster Care, MD

Turkish American Cultural Association,
Ml

Turkish American Neuropsychiatric
Association, Inc., Ml

Minnesota Turkish American Association,
MN

Turkish American Association, CGreater
Kansas City, MO

Turkish American Friendship Club, St.
Louis, MO

American Association of Crimean Turks,
NY

American Turkish Islamic and Cultural
Center, NY

Anadolu Club, NY

Turkish American Physicians Association,
NY

Turkish Cultural Alliance, NY

Turkish Cypriot Aid Society, NY

Turkish Society of Rochester, NY

Turkish Women's League of America,
NY

Turkestanian American Association, NY

Azerbaijan Society of America, NJ

Karagay Turks Mosque and Culture, NJ

Society of Turkish Architects, Engineers
and Scientists, NY

Turkocagl Association, N

Turkish American Association of Central
Ohio, OH

Pittsburgh Turkish American Association,
PA

Turkish American Friendship Society of
us., PA

American Turkish Association, Houston,
TX

Turkish American Association of Dallas,
TX

West Texas Turkish American
Association, TX

Turkish American Cultural Association,
Seattle, WA

Turkish American Association of
Milwaukee, W1

Turkish Culture and Folklore Society of
Canada



President’s Message

May 20, 1988
Hyatt Regency Hotel
Qaldand, Califernia

Dear Friends

From all acress The United States, Canada and Turkey, we have gathered in
Oakland, California this year to celebrate sur tenth year of service to our Turkish
American community, as well as chart our ceurse in the next decade. | would like
to take this epportunity to welcome all of you whe were able to come to Qakland
and participate in the convention, and | would like to thank all of those whose
centrisutions, support and hard work, through the years, have given us the
Assembly.

As we look back on the road we have come along, we find that the hurdles
are higher, and the pitfalls and obstacles have increased and become more difficult
to overceme, but our strength and resolve have intensified and eur numbers
increased. We are speaking with a much stronger, more effective and unified voice.
Our members are facing their cetractors with documented facts and figures that
prick holes in their faulty arguments.

We are still a long way from our goal of an America where Turks are known
and respected for their accomplishments rather than defamed in distorted versions
of history., We are having an impact in the fields of education, business,
government, and the media but in this next decade it must increase dramatically.
We must grow in numbers of dedicated, hard-working memmers, not just
countering charges and attacks, but also giving the American public positive images
of Turks and Turkey, and an appreciation of our rich cultural heritage.

Let us go back into our communities with the resolve that in the next ten years
the tide is going to turn very much in our favor and that we will have these days
of accusations and aliegations behind us. As | serve as President, | look ferward to
warking with all of you on this challenge we face together,

Sincerely,

i
!
{

|

Tunca Iskir
President



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 13, 1988

I am delighted to greet the members of the Assembly
of Turkish American Associations as you gather at
your 10th Annual Convention.

1 would like to congratulate you on your role in
enhancing the part that Turkish Americans play in
our great country and in the preservation of your
heritage. You also remind all Americans of the
important place of Turkey in NATO and the Western
Alliance and of the invaluable role it has played in
the fight for democracy in the world. Americans
and Turks fought side by side in Korea to preserve
freedom for the Korean people, and today, Americans
and Turks are joined together as partners in the
NATO Alliance.

You have my best wishes for a pleasant convention
in my home State of California and for continued
success.



Message from His Excellency Kenan Evren

President of the Turkish Republic

| am pleased to have the opportunity to address this message to all the Turkish-
American associations as well as my fellow citizens and Turkish-Americans on the
occasion of the 18th Annual Convention of the Assembly of Turkish American
Assaciations.

I am following with pleasure the achievements of my fellow citizens and
Turkish-Americans aimed at promoting our culture and making the voice and the
strength of the Turkish presence heard and recognized in the United States.

Currently we are going through a period of a series of etforts designed to
promote the friendly and allied reladons existing between Turkey and the United
States in a manner mutually beneficial to both of these countries, a period in which
various circles, because of their illwitled intentions and narrow-interest calculations,
are #listurbed by these efforts and they are exerting extensive pressure with an aim
to adversely affect such relatiens.

For this reason, it is of greater immortance than ever before that you centinue
your activities in unity and intensify your efforts with faith and determination in
order to prevent the initiatives of these circles from succeeding. Your efforts will
be, as they have been in the past, an important contribution toward making our
country better known in the United States and in overcoming the problems that
we face there.

l am fully confident that your activities, which are deeply appreciated, will
continue to expand. With such confidence, let me wish all the success to the
Assembly of Turkish American Associations and extend through you to all my
fellow citizens and Turkish-Americans, as well as to all our American friends, my
affection and warmest regards.

Kenan Evren
President of the
Turkish Republic




Message from His Excellency Turgut Ozal
Prime Minister of Turkey

On the occasion of the 10th Annual Convention of the Assembly of the Turkish
American Associations, it is indeed a great pleasure for me to address, once more,
my fellow citizens and Turkish Americans, living thousands of miles away from their
native land.

| closely follow your efforts, aimed, on the one hand, at increasing the number
of our American friends through living in complete harmony with the American
society of which you are a part; and on the other hand, at maintaining your
cultural identity and passing on to your children Turkish national and cultural values
and virtues.

However, | also follow, with concern, the activities of certain circles aimed at
damaging Turkish-American friendship and the Turkish image in America as well as
impeding your continuing activities. Therefore, | expect that, not only you, but all
of our fellow Turks in the United States will strengthen, hand-in-hand, their unity
and solidarity. Moreover, taking into consideration the great importance of your
efforts aimed at uniting Turkish Americans with our other American friends in order
to forestall the initiatives of those ill-motivated circles which are conducting a
propaganda campaign against Turkey and to protect the common interests of
Turkey and the United States, | sincerely believe that your efforts should be further
intensified. Do not forget that in all your efforts, Turkey is with you and is ready to
provide you with support and assistance.

On this occasion, | would like to emphasize my belief that ATAA, as an
organization setting an example for Turkish associations in other countries, will
make Turkey’s voice more effectively heard and her presence recognized. 1 wish
you the greatest success for your 10th Annual Convention and | convey my
respects and affection.

Turgut Ozal
Prime Minister of the
Turkish Republic



TURKISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON. O C

Dear Turkish Americans and Members of the Assem¥ly of Turkilsh American
Asspociations,

Tt is always an honor to greet the wembers of the Assembly of Turkish
American Asscciatiens as you gather for your annual ceonventisn, Never
have I been as pleased tc offer my salutations than on the occasion of
the ATA&4’'s 10th convencion.

4s you celebrate this mllestone anniversary garhering, it 1s with
great pride that I congratulate each ome of vou for your contributions
to American society placing Turkish Americans in the forefrenc of
civic activiey,

Since Lts inception ATAA has provided a strong educative function in
U.S. society, acting as a beacon to your fellow citizens in counterdng
forces heostile to Turkey which seek to undermine the important
Turkish~smerican relationship, & cornerstone of NATO.

ATAA's invelvement in the political and public life of the U.S. is
crucial to the future positive relatlonship between the United States
and Turkey. In this iwmportant electilon year in the U,S., 4t is an
appropriate time to take stock of AT&&'s past accomplishments and its
plan for the future. What is the most useful role for ATAA as we enter
a new century? What actions will benefit ATAA's poals and those of
Turkish Americans? What issues are of greatest relevance to insuring
the strength and resilience of the U.&5,-Turkish alliance?

ATAS has been enormously successful against formidable odds in
gstrangtheping the bonds of friendshilp between Turkey and the U.S,

ATAA has managed to battle old myrths and those dedicated to
perpetuating thew. It has provided increased understanding and
erilighteoment in areas long marked by misrepresentation and confusicn.
Recently, for example, ATA4 handled the adaptation of a new film

"Myth of Terrer” ro dispel old and untrue accusations about Turkey and
the Ottoman Empire, dating from early in the 20th century. These
activities are essential In providing historlcal acecuracy tc pertinent
issues which threaten teo needlessly undermine mutual understanding and
growth hetween the Turkish and American people.

I salute ATAA and the organlzatien’s past success. I also welcome and
respect ATAA's willingness to alwavs be &t the forefront of
successfully meeting new challenges. My gratitude and kudos extend
from the East Coast to the West Ceast and back again and I wish you
every success for ATAA's Hay meeting,

Lk olphetar”

-

Dr. Sukri Elekdag
Ambassader of the
Turkilsh Republlic




Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Tunca Iskir  President
Armagan Sanver  First Vice President
Cuneg Karahasan Secretary Ceneral
Korkut Onal  Treasurer
Dr. Kemal Goknar Past President
Or. Engin Holmstrom  V.P. Capital Region

Dr. Tamer Agikalin  V.P. South & Southwest Region
Necdet Aydogan V.P. Upper N.Y. Region
Dr. Bulent Basol V.P. Western Region
Acar Caner V.P. Midcentral Region
Birtan Aka Collier V.P. Northcentral Region
Sadi Dinleng  V.P. New York Metro Region
Dr. Altan Kodanaz V.P. Midwest Region
Dian Pekin  V.P. Northwest Region

Board of Trustees

Dr. Ulka Ulgur, Chairman
Lanny Epperson  Ahmed Kafadar
Dr. Nejat Eremm  Harun Kazaz
Dr. Ata Erim  Nuri Sabuncu
Ceraldine Hakimoglu Ozcan Tuncel

Committee Chairpersons
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with the assassination of the Turkish Consul General of
Los Angeles, Kemal Ankan. Our community knew now
that the survival of our ideals, our Iberties and even
our lives were in jeopardy. ATAA published an ad in
the Washington Post and Los Angeles Times to publi-
cize the vicious and vindictive nature of Armenian ter-
ronsts to a largely unaware American public.

Dr. Ulgir made a trip to Turkey to meet with gov-
ernment officials and members of the business com-
munity, especially those associated with TUSIAD. He
was received by the Prime Minister and other officials
concerned with U.S. Turkish relations and was encour-
aged by therr pleasure at ATAA efforts to promote
better relations between the two countries.

All aboard the Turkish Express joined therr com:
patriots in Chicago for the fourth annual meeting, April
17-18, 1982. Ornginating in Washington, D.C. and
joined by contingents from New York and other cities
along the way, the Turkish Express train brought con-
ventioneers 1o a two-day, highly profitable annual
meeting. Speakers featured were Senator Charles
Mathias, Jr from Marsyland and Congressman Paul
Findley from Wlinois.

A return trip to Turkey, August 20-30, 1982, was in
the offing for a seven-person delegation at the request
of the Turkish Head of State, Kenan Evren, Armenian
terrorism and the image of Turks in America formed
the primary focus of the discussions.

As 1982 came to an end the Assembly now num-
bered 34 member associations. Public education and
public affairs, civi! rights and legal representaton of
Turkish-Americans were the most important activities
undertaken in the past year.

The process of building a national Turkish-American
unity was carried to a new plane with the contruction
of a national agenda for the Assembly at the Fifth
Annual Convention held in Atlanta, Ceorgia from April
15-17, 1983, at the world famous Westin Peachtree
Plaza. Congressman Larry McDonald of Georgia gave a
very well documented presentation on international
terronsm. Senator John Chafee of Rhode Island spoke
on the status of the proposed security assistance for
Turkey in Congress. Four new associations joined the
Assembly for a total of 38 member organizations. On
April 16th as part of the Assembly’s Fifth Annuai
Meeting, a charter for the Council on Education was
accepted and this important division of ATAA was
inaugurated under the chairmanship of Armagan
Sanver. Its agenda was far reaching in scope,
performing services for the community on a national
level. It would synthesize the major issues confronting
the community and coordinate the efforts to resolve
the problems brought to it by the associations.

Although the Assembly was stili a young
organization its voice was being heard. On May 27,
1983 T.V. Channel 26 (WETA, Virginia) aired a movie
titled, “The Forgotten Genocide.” The Assembly asked
for and recewved equal time. On june 24, 1983, the
First Vice President, Tagkin Aul, and Dr. Justin
McCarthy debated two members of the Armenian
community and successfully presented the Turkish
point of view,

To protest the inclusion of Armenian materials in
the Holocaust Museum the Assembly submirtied

articles to major Jewish newspapers, effectively

communicating the facts behind this effort to more
than a million Jewish-Americans.

1983 also marked the inception of a major
fundraising drive to build a Turkish-American Cultural
Center in the Nation’s Capital. In the initial phase over
$20,000 was collected for this project. Additionally to
raise funds, Mrs. Ayla Elekdag opened the doors oi the
Embassy and held a very successful Turkssh bazaar in
November with all profits going to the Assembly, as
she has done every year since the beginning of ATAA.
In December, Ambassador and Mrs, Elekdag hosted a
Turkish Republic Sixtieth Anniversary Fund Raising Ball
with all profits going to the Assembly’s educational
and cultural programs. ATAA spearheaded a
fundraising drive for the victims of a devastating
earthquake in Eastern Turkey that claimed over 1,100
lives as 1983 came to an end and a check for $41,000
was presented to Mrs. Elekdag at this ball to be
forwarded to the survivors in Turkey. Through the
years she has been a tireless and highly successiul
fundraiser for the Assembly.

Cyprus came to the forefrant of the issues
confronting the Assembly as 1984 began. In Congress,
a bill was introduced to ban aid to Turkey until it
withdrew its recognition of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus.

On May 17-20, 1984 the Assembly held its Sixth
Convention at the Washington Hilton in the Nation’s
Capital. Dr. Kemal Goknar became ATAA's second
President. A White House conference was a highlight
of the convention, organized in response to a
President Reagan meeting with Greek and Armenian
community members. A fashion show by Zuhal
Yorgancioglu gave attendees a great deal of pride in
therr Turkish cultural heritage.

On September 10, 1984, the House passed
Resolution 247 designating April 24th as an Armenian
National Day of Remembrance and not a single
representative raised a voice against it. The time had
come to have the Turkish-Amencan voice effectively
heard in Congress. Under the guidance of Tagkin At
the Political Action Committee of the Assembly was
formed. Now the members of the community could
make contributions to the congressional campaigns
and put the weight of all Turkish-Americans behind
them.

To bring the Assembly closer to the membership, a
senes of regional meetings were held in 1984. In New
York the focus was on the lack of Turkish history in
the American school system. On October 6-7, 1984
members gathered in Chicago for the Midwest
Regional meeting and discussed “Youth and Grass
Roots Activities of Turkish-American Associations.”

Again, Armenian terrorists struck with deadly aim—
this time at the Turkish Embassy in Canada where a
guard was killed and the Ambassador injured.
immediately following this attack on April 1, 1985 Ali
Ferda Sevin, ATAA’s First Vice President at the time,
appeared on the MacNeil Lehrer News Hour to debate
and analyze the attack with an Armenian spokesman.
Sevin, with clear precise, very factual statements, was
able to expose viewers to the treacherous and far
reaching consequences of Armenian Lerrorism.

Prime Minister Ozal visited the United States in
Apnil and ATAA hosted an elegant dinner in his honor

at the Washington Hilton. Also in attendance were



over 60 members of the Grand National Assembly and
many prominent Turkish businessmen.

New Orleans, famed for its hospttality, left no one
disapponted at the Seventh Convention, held May
2-5, 1985 at the Sheraton. The issues discussed
focused on the American academic response to
Armenian claims and on youth concerns. Creole
cuisine, jazz and Turkish folk dancing made the annual
banquet a huge success.

The issue of greatest concern in 1985 was the
Armenian resolution before Congress. Cne oi the
most beneficial and crucial documents that was
presented to congressmen was the declaration by 69
eminent American Scholars of Ottoman and Turkish
history that refuted the basic tenants of the resolution.
The Assembly published this declaration in The
Washington Post and The New York Times t0 draw
public attenuon to this insidious resolution. 1985
ended on an upbeat note with the defeat of this
resolution on December 12th.

In February, 1986 a very special Strategic Planning
Group comprising members of the Board of Trustees,
Board of Directors and Committee Chairpersons
assembled and issued a communique detailing areas
where the Assembly needed to grow and where the
organizational structure needed fine tuning,

In the Spring of 1986, ATAA issued a Special
Report on the suffering of the Turkish minority 1n
Bulgaria. Members were informed on actions to take
with human rights organizations to focus world public
opinion on the Bulgarian Government gun-point
assimilaion campaign. At the Eighth Convention, held
in Washington, D.C., a resolution was passed by the
delegates condemning the human nghts abuses of the
Bulgarian Gavernment and which set in motion a
protest campaign.

Another major issue presented at the Convention
was the current status of US. Turkish relations. Ajda
Pekkan was the superstar entertainment attractton at
the annual banquet, much to the delight of everyone.
During the delegates meeting the reins of leadership
passed te Tarhan Darugman who became the third
President of the Assembly, and the Assembly gained
three new associations for a total of 41 under the
umbrella.

in September an international bazaar for trade and
business was held at New Hampshire College College
educators and local business leaders were amazed at
the stumbling blocks Turkey’s foes put into U.S.
Turkish relations, In Newark, NJ, members of the
ATAA Board of Directors met with the leadership of
the New York Federation to issue a unity
communique.

A major trip to Turkey by the Assembly leadership
provided high visibility of ATAA’s activities in the
United States to the Turkish public. Both President
Evren and Prime Minister Ozal received the delegation,
as well as ministers and parhamentarians.

During November a North Central Regional
Conterence was held in Michigan bringing the
Assembly in touch with Turkish-American psychiatrists
from around the country. Also in November, a
community forum was held in New York to point out
how vital community involvement s in solving the
problems faced by Turkish-Amencans.

ATAA visited Florida in January and in March
participated in a Southern Regional Conference in New
Orleans. A highly successful First Youth Convention
held in Princeton, N.). followed in April. The young
Turkish-Americans left with a deep pride in their
Turkish henrage and a resolve to carry on the
Assembly’s work 1n their communities.

With the magnificence of Stleyman in Washington,
D.C. the venue for the Ninth Convention had to be
the Nation's Capital With this backdrop the
convention took on a special elegance. Four
congressmen really drove home the point that Turkish-
Amencan input was welcome and desparately needed
when issues concerning Turkey came up in Congress.
Delegates admitted three new associations and the
Assembly now numbers 44 component associations.

in June President Dantgman stepped down having a
different set of goals and objectives for the Assembly
than those agreed upon by the 8oard of Directors.
The treasurer, Tunca Iskir, was nominated by the
Board and became the fourth ATAA President.

Waiting until many were on vacation and the
Congress was just aboul to adjourn, the Armemans
made ther major thrust to run their resolution through
Congress. With a night and day major letter writing,
telephoning, and wisiting campaign by all of Turkey’s
admircers, this legislation was defeated on August 7,
1987

The Armenians lost this one but were more active
than ever in California trying to put their version of
history nto the social studies curriculum, New York
has a similar curriculum under study. A second printing
of Armenian Allegations: Myth and Reality has just
been published and will give us a valuable too! as we
confront this unceasing attack on our very essence.

As we hold our special 10th Convention here in
Calfornia, let us strengthen our resolve and deepen
our commitment to our work n the next decade
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Distinguished Service Award Recipients
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Each year the Assembly bestows its Distinguished Service Award on the person or
persons who have given extraordinary service to the Turkish-American community.

RALPH ROPP 1984
TARHAN DANISMAN 1985
LEON PICON 1986
BONNIE JOY KASLAN & BEKIR ONURSAL 1987
ALP KARAHASAN, M.D., PH.D. 1988

Turkish-American of the Year Award Recipients
_____________________________ aa

This exclusive award is presented each year to a person of Turkish descent who
has come to this country or was born here and has achieved an outstanding
degree of success in his field to the point that it has brought honor to our Turkish-
American community. Also, this person has to have made an outstanding
contribution toward the pursuit of our Assembly goals. They are a role model for
all of us to follow.

AHMED KAFADAR 1984
AYHAN HAKIMOCLU 1985
EROL ONARAN 1987
NURI SABUNCU 1988

Assembly’s Gold Medal of Honor Award
BE— s

Each year the Assembly has honored those individuals who have made
extraordinary contributions to ATAA and to the Turkish American community.
However a special award was created to honor an individual whose
accomplishments had a nationwide impact on all Americans.

DR. ESIN ATIL 1987






Borusan Holding A.S.
join to wish further

success to
THE ASSEMBLY

Borusan Holding A.S.
Borusan Binasi 523/533
Salipazan 80040
Istanbul, Turkey



ESKA
w th best wishes
in this 10th year
to he Assembly of
Turkish American Associations

Eska Construction
Bl yikdere Caddesi 132
I“at 9-10 Zincirlikuyu
Istanbul 80280 Turkey









Best Wishes
from
Kutlutas Mihendislik
Muimessillik
Musavirlik Sanayi ve

~ licaret AS.
Iran Caddesi No 2
Kavaklidere
Ankara Turkey













































































