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What is ATAA? 

The Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA) was founded in 1979 as a non-profit, 
tax-exempt organization with the goal of promoting a more positive image of Turks and Turkey in 
the United States through cultural and educational activities. Currently, ATAA unites the Turkish­
American community and friends of Turks in 49 component associations across the United States 
and Canada to disseminate information on the history, culture, customs and traditions of the 
Turkish people. 

The Assembly is governed by a Board of Directors and a Board of Trustees, who oversee the 
financial management of the organization. Ultimate authority rests with the Assembly of Delegates 
which convenes once a year at the annual convention. 

Through community schools, children of Turkish-Americans are educated in the Turkish 
language, history and traditions. ATAA is actively promoting packets of information on Turkey to 
be included in school curricula. Through the local organizations teachers of social studies are 
receiving workshops on how to teach about Turkish culture. Textbook review committees are 
forming to remove passages in books which are inaccurate or distort history and include sections 
where little or nothing is written. The goal is to have our children develop a deep love and 
knowledge of their Turkish heritage, and have them attend schools where they learn about Turkey's 
accomplishments. 

ATAA's major publication is a quarterly journal A TA-USA which brings members up-to-date on 
the activities of the Assembly, the associations, and presents items of historical, cultural and social 
interest to the community. At various times ATAA publishes special books, articles and reports on 
issues that are confronting Turkish-Americans in their daily activities. The newest publication of 
ATAA is the newspaper, "The Turkish Times," which is available not only to members but to the 
general public. 

The National Media Watch Committee monitors the top 25 markets for accuracy in their 
coverage of Turkish and Turkish-American issues, and responds when necessary. 

In 1989, ATAA has begun serving the business community both in Turkey and the United States 
by acting as a liaison and center for businessmen to develop contacts and obtain information. 

Membership in ATAA is automatically conferred on an individual when he or she becomes a 
member of one of the component associations spread across the United States. The Assembly also 
accepts applications from individuals at-large. 

The President-elect and Board of Directors are elected for two-year terms while members of the 
Board of Trustees are elected for four-year terms. 

In its central office, ATAA has a full-time staff and employs other professionals on an "as-needed 
basis." It also utilizes the services of volunteer workers throughout the United States and Canada. 

ATAA is ideally situated in Washington, D.C.
1 where national leaders and media offices are 

located. 
ATAA 

1522 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 483-9090
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Component Associations of the Assembly 

American Association of Crimean Turks, 
Inc. 

American Turkish Association of Houston 
American Turkish Association of North 

Carolina 
American Turkish Association of Southern 

California 
American Turkish Association of 

Washington, D.C. 
American Turkish Islamic and Cultural 

Center, Inc. 
Anadolu Club 
Azerbaijan Society of America 
Balkan Turks of America 
Florida Turkish American Association 
Florida Turkish American Association 

Women's Club 
Hilal Turkish American Islamic Cultural 

Society 
Karacay Turks Mosque and Cultural 

Association 
Maryland American Turkish Association 
Minnesota Turkish American Association 
New England Turkish American Cultural 

Society, Inc. 
Pittsburgh Turkish American Association 
Society ofTurkish Architects Engineers and 

Scientists 
Turkestanian American Association 
Turkish American Association of California 
Turkish American Association of Central 

Ohio 
Turkish American Association of Greater 

Kansas City 
Turkish American Association of Louisiana 
Turkish American Association of 

Milwaukee 
Turkish American Association of Phoenix 

Turkish American Cultural Alliance 
Turkish American Cultural Association of 

Alabama 
Turkish American Cultural Association of 

Florida, Inc. 
Turkish American Cultural Association of 

Georgia 
Turkish American Cultural Association of 

Michigan 
Turkish American Cultural Association of 

Seattle 
Turkish American Cultural Society of 

Colorado 
Turkish American Society of Northeastern 

Ohio 
Turkish American Federation of Northern 

Texas 
Turkish American Friendship Association of 

Hawaii 
Turkish American Friendship Club of 

St. Louis 
Turkish American Friendship Society of the 

United States 
Turkish American Neuropsychiatric 

Association 
Turkish American Physicians Association, 

Inc. 
Turkish Children's Foster Care 
Turkish Cultural Alliance 
Turkish Culture and Folklore Society of 

Canada 
Turkish Cypriot Aid Society 
Turkish Mosque and Culture Center 
Turkish Society of Rochester 
Turkish Women's League of America 
Hirkocag, Association 
United Turkish Americans 
West Texas Turkish American Association 



AT AA President's Message to 
The Eleventh Annual Convention 

May 10, 1990 
Washington Hilton Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Friends, 

As you gather here for our Eleventh Annual Convention, I would like to welcome all of 
you to our very exciting and full four days of activities. Many of you we have seen at 
each and every ATAA annual meeting. However, this year we are delighted to see so 
many who are here for the first time, and I am sure many of you took me up on my 
challenge to bring someone new with you this year. Again, I would like to urge all of 
you to look for someone you can bring next year. 

As my term in office as President draws to a close, I would like to thank all of those 
hardworking and dedicated people who have made it possible for me to work toward 
ATAA's growth and increased ability to meet the challenges before us. With the 
successful launching of our voice "The Turkish Times," we are now able to speak to 
government and business leaders in substantially more effective ways, and we are being 
heard. 

Over 7,500 of you took up our hotline, a number far beyond anyone's expectations, 
and demonstrated the depth of your personal involvement and commitment to the cause 
of promoting our proud Turkish heritage. This generated over 150,000 telegrams which 
were sent to President Bush, the U.S. Senate, Secretary of State and other top decision 
makers on this issue. It is a clear indication that our future outlook is strong and clearly 
focused. ATAA is on a solid foundation and on its way up. 

As I look back over the past several years, I have worked to build up the professional 
staff of ATAA, and would like to thank them for their long hours of exceptional service. I 
would urge all of you, both Turkish-Americans and friends of Turks, to support them and 
work with them and with our new president as a team. To paraphrase the late President 
Kennedy, 11 Ask not what the Assembly can do for you, but what you can do for the 
Assembly." 

We look forward to increased cooperation and interaction with our sister organizations 
to improve the relations between our new and old countries. 

Finally, my congratulations go out to our professional staff and all the volunteers who 
worked together so well in defeating the Armenian resolution. It really showed that when 
we work together we can achieve our aims. As our great leader Ataturk said, "Birlikten 
kuvvet dogar." (In unity there is strength). 

Sincerely, 

Tunca lsk1r 
President 
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MESSAGES 

TO THE 

ATAA 

11th CONVENTION 
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Assembly of Turkish-American 
Associations 
Washington, DC 

It gives me great pleasure to send my warmest greetings to 

the members of the Assembly of Turkish- American Associations, who 

are gathered for their 11th Annual Convention. 

Through their mutual devotion to democratic ideals, western 

defense and the principle of a thriving free market economy, the 

relations between Turkey and the United States have grown ever 

stronger in recent years. I am confident that in this rapidly 

changing world our close cooperation will continue to develop, 

contributing not only to the interests of our respective countries 

but also to international peace and stability. 

I commend ATAA which has been working for more than a decade 

now to enhance the multi-faceted partnership between the two 

friendly and allied countries by contributing to better 

understanding between the Turkish and American nations. I trust 

th a t i n the 1 i g ht of its s u cc es s fu 1 pa s t exp er i enc e , AT AA w i ll 

continue to play this positive and constructive role in the future 

to the benefit of the two countries. 

I take this opportunity to express to you all my best wishes 

for your continued success and happiness. 



Mr. Tunca reku:

Aaaembly of Turkish-Amarican 

Aesoc:iations. 

2010, Maasachusetts Avenue. 

N.W. Wa•hington D.C. 

U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Islur, 

10.4.1990 

It is a great pleasure for me to axpress my warmest greetings 

and congratulations to my fallow citizens and Turkish-Americans on the 

occasion of th• 11th .Annual Convention of the Asaembly of Turkish-American 

Associations. 

Turkey and the United States have for the last 40 years maintained 

a successful cooperacion ba•ed on the bonds of friendship and alliance 

existing between them. In addition to the •trategic ineerasts we both share. 

our dedication to the principles of democracy, freedom. human rights and 

!ree enterprise conatitucea a strong foundation on which to further improve

and diversify our existing exemplary relationship. Your efforts have greatly 

contributed to the promocion of these friendly relations, and I am confident 

that. this will continue in the future. 

Taking this opportunity, I wish you, my best wishes for happiness 

and aucc:ess. 

Y1ld1.rim AKBULUT 



Assembly of Turkish American Associations 

Washington, D.C. 

As you gather here for the eleventh annual convention of the Assembly of Turkish 
American Associations, I want to welcome all of you to the nation's capital and 
congratulate you for your efforts to promote a strong U.S.-Turkish relationship. 

The remarkable changes we have witnessed in Eastern Europe during the past year are 
a tribute to the NATO Alliance. The United States and Turkey can look with pride on 
their part in bringing about these developments. Our cooperation will continue to play a 
role in helping to ensure that democracy takes root and flourishes. 

Over the years a special friendship has evolved between the United States and Turkey. 
The United States remains committed to its partnership with Turkey and to preserving 
Turkey's territorial integrity. We look forward to broadening and deepening our 
partnership through expanded economic, cultural, and educational ties. 

Your organization is an important link in the efforts of our two countries to build even 
closer ties. I extend by best wishes for an enjoyable and successful annual convention. 

James A. Baker, Ill 
Secretary of State 
(United States of America) 



Assembly of Turkish American Associations 
Washington, DC 

It is a pleasure for me to extend my greetings and best wishes to all Turkish Americans 
on the occasion of the 11th Annual Convention of the Assembly of Turkish American 
Associations. 

We have reached a stage where it has become important to diversify our relations with 
the United States, especially in the economic and social spheres, by extending them 
beyond the security cooperation that has proved to be useful not only to our respective 
countries but to world peace for the past forty years. I believe that a variety of 
opportunities can be explored through direct and joint investment, aiming not only at the 
Turkish domestic market but also that of the third countries in the region. 

Your valuable efforts have greatly contributed to the strengthening and diversification 
of our multifaceted partnership with the United States. These efforts have been crucial in 
countering organized attempts to tarnish the Turkish heritage. I very much appreciate and 
commend these important contributions, which I hope you will continue to make in the 
future, to ATAA's expanding activities. 

I would like to express my best wishes for continued success in your endeavors. 

Prof. Dr. Ali Bozer 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(Republic of Turkey) 



TURKISH EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

May 10, 1990 

Dear Turkish Americans and 
Distinguished Members of the 
Assembly of Turkish American Associations, 

On the occasion of the 11th Annual Convention of the 
Assembly of Turkish American Associations, it is indeed an 
honor and privilege for me to express �11y sincere gratitude 
and appreciation for your succ�ssful activities. 

I have been deeply touched by the warmth and support I 
have received from the Turkish-American community since 
a�suming my duties as the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Turkey in this great country nearly a year ago. It is always 
gratifying for me to see the Turkish Americans as a civic­
minded community with praiseworthy unity and cohesion among 
its members, loyal to the interests of the United States, but 
at the same time proud of the great heritage of the land of 
their forebears. In this context, I would like to pay a 
special tribute to the important role ATAA has been playing 
in promoting a mutual understanding between the Turkish and 
American nations, furthering the multi-faceted relations 
between Turkey and the United States, and countering any 
attempt by other ethnic groups to defame the rich Turkish 
heritage, a vital ingredient in America's melting pot. 

Turkey's political-security relationship with the Uni­

ted States is certainly crucial, but so are the strengthen­
ing economic and cultural ties. I am confident that in the 
years to come ATAA's past achievements will set a good 
example for meeting the challenges before us and for the 
continuing contributions of the Turkish-American community 
to the exemplary relations existing between two friendly and 
allied countries sharing the ideals of freedom, independence, 

democracy and a free-market economy. 

With these thoughts in mind, I congratulate and thank 
each one of you for your valuable efforts and wish you every 
success for your annual convention and future endeavors. 

Sincerely, 



STRENGTH OF 

ATAA 

COMES 

FROM THE 

STRENGTH OF 

INDIVIDUALS 



ATAA 1990 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Assembly's Gold Medal of Honor Award 

SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 

On certain occasions, the Assembly bestows its highest honor on those individuals who 
have made an extraordinary contribution to ATAA and the Turkish-American community. 
This year the community overwhelmingly wanted to have Senator Robert C. Byrd receive 
this award as a small token of our appreciation. His courage and valor in defending us on 
the floor of the U.S. Senate will never be forgotten. Thank you Senator Byrd! 

Turkish-American of the Year Award 

ARiF MARDiN 

This award is given each year to the person of Turkish descent who has come to this 
country or was born here and has achieved an outstanding degree of success in his field, 
and is a role model for all. This certainly is true of this year's recipient Arif Mardin. From 
his recent Grammy Award for "Wind Beneath My Wings" to the numerous awards and 
acclamations he has received as one of the top musicians in this country, Arif Mardin 
makes all Turkish-American hearts swell with pride. 

Distinguished Service Award Recipients 

DAN BURTON (R-IN) JIM MOODY (D-WI) iLNUR CEViK 

Each year the Assembly bestows its Distinguished Service Award to the person or 
persons who have given extraordinary service to the Turkish-American community. 

This year two Congressmen have received this award for their years of standing up 
against the defamation and claims put forth on the floor of the House. They have worked 
long hours to promote strong U.5.-Turkish relations. 

ilnur <;:evik and the staff of the "Turkish Daily News," made the dream of "The Turkish 
Times" a reality. With their most valuable assistance, hard work and dedication, we are 
able to speak with a new voice to our community, Congress and government leaders, as 
well as the rest of the world. Thank you ilnur Cevik and your staff for getting "The Turkish 
Times" off the ground and for your continuing support. 

The Turkish-American community and friends of Turks thank all of you. 

Meritorious Service Award Recipient 

KA.MURAN G0R0N 

This award is presented to people who have made a significant contribution to work of 
the Assembly. 

Kamuran GOrOn spend countless hours in the formative years of ATAA and his 
groundwork has helped to set a strong foundation for the Assembly. Thank you Kamuran 
GOrOn. 



Assembly's Gold Medal of Honor Award 

Each year the Assembly has honored these individuals who have made extraordinary 
contributions to ATAA and to the Turkish American community. However a special award 
was created to honor an individual whose accomplishments had a nationwide impact on 
all Americans. 

HON. ROBERT BYRD 1990 
H. E. SUKRU ELEKDAG 1989 
A YLA ELEK DAG 1989 
DR. ULK0 0LG0R 1989 
DR. ESiN ATIL 1987 

Turkish-American of the Year Award Recipients 

This exclusive award is presented each year to a person of Turkish descent who 
has come to this country or was born here and has achieved an outstanding degree of 
success in his field to the point that it has brought honor to our Turkish-American 
community. Also, this person has to have made an outstanding contribution toward the 
pursuit of our Assembly goals. They are a role model for all of us to follow. 

ARiF MARDiN 1990 
NURi SABUNCU 1988 
EROL ONARAN 1987 
A YHAN HAKiMOGLU 1985 
AHMED KAFADAR 1984 

The Turk of the Year Award 

ATAA gives this special award to a person of Turkish descent who has gained 
worldwide recognition and esteem for his or her achievements. 

NAiM SULEYMANOGLU 1989 



Assembly's Silver Medal of Honor Award 

The Assembly's award for those individuals have made extraordinary contributions to 
ATAA and the Turkish-American community. 

MURAT $UNGAR 1989 

Distinguished Service Award Recipients 

Each year the Assembly bestows its Distinguished Service Award on the person or 
persons who have given extraordinary service to the Turkish-American community. 

iLNUR (EViK & 
Turkish Daily News 1990 

HON. DAN BURTON 1990 
HON. JIM MOODY 1990 
ALP KARAHASAN, M.D., PH.D. 1988 
BONNIE JOY KASLAN & 

BEKiR ONURSAL 1987 
LEON PICON 1986 
TARHAN DANl�MAN 1985 
RALPH ROPP 1984 

Assembly's Bronze Medal of Honor Award 

This Award given by the Assembly to the scholars, artist, writers, journalist and others 
who have contributed substantially to Turkish and Turkish-American history, art, culture, 
literature and social life through work in their field. 

DR. ESIN ATIL 1989 
DR. AVIGDOR LEVY 1989 
DR. BERNARD LEWIS 1989 
DR. HEATH LOWRY 1989 
DR. JUSTIN McCARTHY 1989 
DR. PIERRE OBERLING 1989 
DR. STADFORD SHAW 1989 



Meritorious Service Award Recipients 

This award is presented to people who have made a significant contribution to work of 
the Assembly. 

REMZi AGAN DR. ENGiN iNEL HOLMSTROM VERA ORAL 
DR. HASAN AKDEMiR LAUREL HOUSE 
DiN(ER AKYALI DR. ALP KARAHASAN 
HASAN Ali ATTILA KASLAN 
ADiL ARABOyLU BONNIE JOY KASLAN 
TA�KIN ATIL HARUN KAZAZ 
A Y�EN BA�ARAN LEYLA KAZAZ 
SUA T BA�ARAN DR. ALT AN KODANAZ 
DR. BULENT BA�OL DR. AYTEKiN KODANAZ 
TURHAN BEYGO SEBAT KU(UK(ETIN 
EKREM BULGUR DR. TUNCER KUZA Y 
GUNDOGAN <_;:ACAL BARBARA LARSON 
YURDAKUL COKER DR. ALBERT NAHUM 
DR. KEMAL GOKNAR SENGUN NURi 
KAMURAN GURUN DR. MUSTAFA ONAL 

YALCIN ORAL 
DR. GULTEKiN OVACIK 
ANSELINE OZBERKMEN 
DIAN PEKiN 
DR. LEON PICON 
ARMAGAN SANVER 

' ' 

ALI FERDA SEVIN 
YAVUZ SOMEN 
OZCAN TUNCEL 
DR. EROL 0<_;:ER 
JOAN WEEKS 
HIFSIYE ZINCiR 



Endowment Fund Contributors of Distinction 

To insure the economic well-being of the Assembly in the years ahead an endowment 
fund was established for the Assembly in 1986. Ambassador Club members have 
contributed over $5,000.00 to the fund. For a contribution of between $2,500.00 and 
$4,999.00, a person or company becomes a member of the President's Club. 

Ambassador's Club 

Remzi Agan '86 Alp Karahasan, M.D., Ph.D. '86 

Yildinm Akturk '88 Victor Kent, M.D. '86 

Sedat Aloglu '88 As1m Kocab1y1k '88 

Cem Boyner '88 Ali Koc;man '88 

Ali Co�kun '88 Fuat Miras '88 

Tarhan Dan1�man '86 Albert Nahum, M.D. '86 

Lenny Epperson '86 GOltekin Ovacik, M.D. '86 

Selim Edez '88 Mustafa Onal, M.D. '86 

Nejat Erem, M.D. '89 Yusuf Ozer '88 

Ender Erenoglu '86 Nuri Sabuncu '86 

Ahmet Ertegun '86 Osman Soyer '86 

Tunca lsk1r '86 Halis Toprak '88 

ibrahim Gunyuzu '86 Nevzat Turkmen, M.D. '86 

Robert Gray '86 Erol Oc;er, M.D. '86 

Na�ide Gwin '88 Aytekin Olgen, M.D. '86 

Ahmed Kafadar '86 UlkO Ulgur, M.D. '86 

Jak Kamhi '88 

President's Club 

Suleyman Sarpel, M.D. '88 Turkiye Ziraat Bankasi '90 



IT ALL 

STARTED IN 1979 



History of AT AA 

On August 19, 1977, the President of the Maryland Amer­
ican Tur�1sh 1\s,ociat1on (MATA ), Dr Ulku Ulgur, in his letter 
10 the membership states, " ... It ,s no news that Tur�ey and 
Turkish-Americans in 1h1s coun1ry are be et by many problem, 
and recentl� have been sub1ected to unfair treatment and di,­
crim1nat1on by some other ethnic groups and their pol1t1cal 
representatives. Your new Board of Director, believe that we 
clearl} need to ,nten,ifv our efforts for better and more effec­
tive representation oi our views, especially In the ltght of 
growing criticism and hostility from many quarters." Another 
part of the same letter state, that," ... we ha,e reached a ten­
tative agreement with the new president of ATA D.C.., Mr Ya­
vuz $omen, to collaborate and work together ,n the,e crucial 
and vital area,." 

Similar letters and notes in the American Turkish Associa­
tion oi Washington, D.C. (ATA D.C.) files retlect the concern 
of th,s community to the problems iaced by Tur�ish-Amer­
icans in this country. 

On June 29, 1978, MATA President, Dr. Ulgur, 1n his letter 
to ATA D.C. President Yavuz Somen states, "In our recent 
Board of Direc.tors' meeting we have discussed the poss1bil1ty 
of bringing our as oc1at1ons together hy affil,at,ng them in 
some official form. We, as members of the Board of Directors 
of the Maryland American Tur�ish As;ociation, believe that 
such an affil1at1on will be a giant step forward for better re­
presentation of the Turkish community in the Mid-Eastern 
United States. There1ore, we have unanimously elected three 
of our d1>tingu1shed members to form an ad-hoc committee 
and have instructed them to work 101ntly w,th a similar com­
mittee ,o that., solullon can be found to realiLe the goal 01 
uniting these two respected organ1z,1t1ons." 

The ad hoc t0mmIttee, of ATA D.C. and MATA met on 
ovember 5, t 978. AT A D.C "as represented by President 

Yavuz Somen, Suat Basaran, and Loren Myer, while MATA 
wa, represented by President UlkiJ Ulgur, Cenap Kiratli, and 
the late Alp Kar,1ha,an 

By t 979, there was a crying need to address the attacks, the 
distortions of history, and the discrimination the Turk,sh­
Americ.,in community was lacing e,ery da} in their Jobs, at 
school, their children attended, and In their daily lives. Iso­
lated local, Tur�1sh American organizations were unable to 
cope with the mass I\ e work that needed to be done 
nationwide. 

Upon his arm al in Wash1n11ton to take up the post oi Am­
bassador lrom Tur�e1, Dr. $ukriJ Ell•kdag was met by mem­
bers of both ATA D.C. and MATA at a special reception held 
at the, a,\ Officer, Club in Bethe,da, Md. on September 23, 
1979. He inspired both communities with h1; dynamic ap­
proach to U.S -Turk,,h relation,. ow the two communItIes 
were no longer talking merely about regional cooperation. 
V,s,ons of a national umbrella organ1zatIon were rorming. 

In the aftermath of threats of yet another arms embargo 
passing through Congre;s with \lrtuall� no Turkish-American 
voice raised 111 opposItIon, a ,eries of meetings were held ,n 
the Wa,h1ng1on, D.C are<1. A ,teering committee was formed 
,n ovember 1979, headed by ATA D.C. President Yavuz 
Somen w,th the late Yurdakul Gokpr .,nd Task,n Atd and by 

MATA President, the late Dr. Alp Karahasan, with Dr. Ulku 
UlgLi, Cenap Kiratl1 and Sengun uri The advisor associates 
were Erol Gurun, Aydin Cag,nalp, Hasan Akdemir, Tuncer 
Kuza\. and ()zcan Tuncel. Out oi their meetings came an 

agreement to establish the nat1onw1de Assembly of Turkish

American Associations. 

Washington, D.C. \\as chosen to be the headquarters of the 
new organ,z.ition to utdo?e the vast opportunities for pro­
moting U.S. Turkish relations among policy makers. A Sec­
retariat tor the A;sembly was established to coordinate the ac-
1,v,11es, publish a nationwide bulletin and generally be the 
central ource oi information on Turks and Turkey. For this 
purpose office space "as provided by Add Araboglu, a Wash­
ington business leader, and the As;,embly was ,n business. 

Clearly the tasks that la\ ahead were enormous and the re­
sources l11111ted. The first ball wa, a fundra,s,ng activity spon­
sored by ATA D.C. and MATA, and held on December 29, 
1979 at the Tur�i,h Emb,1,sy. One hundred and forty-six 
people managed to raise $17,-170 for the Assembly. The first 
A TA-USA was published ,n February, 1980 and news about 
Turb and Turkey premiered nat1onw1de 

With c-oordinat,ng committee members Yavuz �omen, Ek­
rem Bulgur, and Yurdakl Goker rrom ATA, and the late Alp 
Karahasan, Ulku Ulgur, and Cenap Kirath irom MATA, plans 
for convening the general assembly on May 1 7 -18, 1 980 111 
the nation's capital pre,sed forward with great speed. More 
than 120 people representing 2-1 organ1zatIons and 5 student 
association, gathered at the Emba,sy Row Hotel during th,s 
t\\o-day conrerence and brought plans on the drawing board 
into reality. The delegates elected the Coordinating Com­
mittee members to a special Steering Committee. Their task 
wa, to draw up a cons11tut1on and byla" s for the Assembly to be 
presented to the delegate, at the next annual convention. 

rounded to deal w,th ,ssues confronting the community. the 
Assembly wa; not to be given time to grow and mature 
slowly, but rather would have to come on as an adult and face 
Armenian, uving "genocide," and trving to include their 
grievance, ,n a national museum dedicated to the memor} of 
six million Jews murdered by the Nazis du,rng World War II. 
The "M1dn1ght hpress" image of Turks and Turkey was con­
stdntl1 being shown "1th even President Carter g,v,ng 11 free 
advertising. Now there was an organization that was writing 
letters " 1th the ,H•1ght of the whole Turkish-American com­
munity behind 11. Publ,cat,ons were giving the members ,n­
lormation about the 1Ssue, to enable them to set the record 
;1ra1ght when they encountered do;tortions and attacks on 
their Turk1Sh heritage. 

The ;econd general meeting of the As5embly was held on 
ovemher 15th and 16th, 1980 <lt which time the bylaws 

were adopted, ot11cers were elected and Articles of Incorpora­
tion were flied. Ou ring this time 18 T urki,h American Associa­
tions ratified the bylaws and became 01fic1al members of the 
Assembly. Dr. Ulkti Ulgur became the fir5I President assisted 
bv Yavuz omen, Vice President; Al, Ferda Sevin, Secretary; 
and �engun Nun, Treasurer. 

A gala New Year', Eve Fundra,s,ng Ball held at the Turkish 
Embassy got the Assembl1 off to a ver, good start in 1981, 
ra,.,,ng over $24,000. ow the Turkish voice was being heard 
,n ne" are<.1s ol the United State, with letters p,otesting unjust 
or one-,icled , ,e" ·, 01 Tur�e,. letters congratulat111g elected 
otfic,al, and 1111orn1a1Ion in response to inquiries about Turkey 
,ent out regularlv. 

To permit " l(IE'r p.irt1upat1on in the general meeting, it \\aS 
dended to hold the third com ent,on Aµril 1 1- t 2, 1981 in 

e" York At the opening ses,,on, held .it the Sh,,r.:iton Centre 



Hotel, Armenians demonstrated and marched outside on 7th 
Avenue. However, delegates and members attentively listened 
to presentations by Representative Stephen Solarz (D-NY) and 
Representative fr�d Richmond (D-NYJ as well as prominent 
Turkish diplomats. Ambassador Elekdag emphasized the frat­
ernity of Turkish-Americans in his speech. 

May 19, 1981, marked the launching of year-long cel­
ebrations for the centennial of Ataturk's birth. Several Ame­
rican cities, including New York, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Pittsburgh issued proclamations honoring Ataturk, thus raising 
public awareness of the immense contributions of our great 
leader. 

This year also saw more Turks taking part in T.V. debates. 
sending letters to their congressmen and initiating letter cam­
paigns on issues that concern them. One of the main issues 
was the Armenian allempts to have their exhibit included in 
the Holocaust Museum, which was intended to commemorate 
the Nazi destruction of over six million Jews. Dr. Leon Picon, 
a long-time friend and hard working volunteer for ATAA was 
at the forefront of a campaign to present the highly positive 
picture of Turkish-Jewish relations and explain the very er­
roneous and detrimental nature of the Armenian attempts to 
include their materials in the museum. 

By the end of 1981, 27 regional and national Turkish-Amer­
ican associations and 6 student organizations had joined the 
Assembly. The collaboration and increased communication 
among the component associations of the Assembly had 
markedly improved the representation of the Turkish­
American community in the U.S. 

1982 started off on a very sad note when Armenian ter­
rorism took a deadly turn on January 28th with the assassina­
tion of the Turkish Consul General of Los Angeles, Kemal Ari­
kan. Our community knew now that the survival of our ideals, 
our liberties and even our lives were in jeopardy. ATAA pub­
lished an ad in the Washington Post and Los Angeles Times to 
publicize the vicious and vindictive nature of Armenian ter­
rorists to a largely unaware American public. 

Dr. Olgur made a trip to Turkey to meet with government 
officials and members of the business community, especially 
those associated with TOSIAD. He was received by the Prime 
Minister and other officials concerned with U.S. Turkish re­
lations and was encouraged by their pleasure at ATAA efforts 
to promote better relations between the two countries. 

All aboard the Turkish Express joined their compatriots in 
Chicago for the fourth annual meeting, April 17-18, 1982. 
Originating in Washington, D.C. and joined by contingents 
from New York and other cities along the way, the Turkish 
Express train brought conventioneers to a two-day, highly 
profitable annual meeting. Speakers featured were Senator 
Charles Mathias, Jr. from Maryland and Congressman Paul 
Findley from Illinois. 

A return trip to Turkey, August 20-30, 1982, was in the off­
ing for a seven-person delegation at the request of the Turkish 
Head of State, Kenan Evren. Armenian terrorism and the im­
age of Turks in America formed the primary focus of the 
discussions. 

As 1982 came to an end the Assembly now numbered 34 
member associations. Public education and public affairs, 
civil rights and legal representation of Turkish-Americans were 
the most important activities undertaken in the past year. 

The process of building a national Turkish-American unity 
was carried to a new plane with the construction of a national 
agenda for the Assembly at the Fifth Annual Convention held 
in Atlanta, Georgia from April 15-17, 1983, at the world 
famous Westin Peachtree Plaza. Congressman Larry Mc­
Donald of Georgia gave a very well documented presentation 
on international terrorism. Senator John Chafee of Rhode 
Island spoke on the status of the proposed security assistance 

for Turkey in Congress. four new associations joined the As­
sembly for a total of 38 member organizations. On April 16th 
as part of the Assembly's Fifth Annual Meeting, a charter for 
the Council on Education was accepted and this important 
division of ATAA was inaugurated under the chairmanship of 
Armagan Sanver. Its agenda was far reaching in scope, per­
forming services for the community on a national level. It 
would synthesize the major issues confronting the community 
and coordinate the efforts to resolve the problems brought to it 
by the associations. 

Although the Assembly was still a young organization its 
voice was being heard. On May 27, 1983 T.V. Channel 26 
(WETA, Virginia) aired a movie titled, "The Forgotten Geno­
cide." The Assembly asked for and received equal time. On 
June 24, 1983, the First Vice President, Ta�kin Atil, and Dr. 
Justin McCarthy debated two members of the Armenian com­
munity and successfully presented the Turkish point of view. 

To protest the inclusion of Armenian materials in the Hol­
ocaust Museum the Assembly submitted articles to major Jew­
ish newspapers, effectively communicating the facts behind 
this effort to more than a million Jewish-Americans. 

1983 also marked the inception of a major fundraising drive 
to build a Turkish-American Cultural Center in the Nation's 
Capital. In the initial phase over $20,000 was collected for 
this project. Additionally to raise funds, Mrs. Ayla Elekdag 
opened the doors of the Embassy and held a very successful 
Turkish bazaar in November with all profits going to the As­
sembly, as she has done every year since the beginning of 
ATAA. In December, Ambassador and Mrs. Elekdag hosted a 
Turkish Republic Sixtieth Anniversary Fund Raising Ball with 
all profits going to the Assembly's educational and cultrual 
programs. ATAA spearheaded a fundraising drive for the vic­
tims of a devastating earthquake in Eastern Turkey that 
claimed over 1,100 lives as 1983 came to an end and a check 
for $41,000 was presented to Mrs. Elekdag at this ball to be 
forwarded to the survivors in Turkey. Through the years she 
has been a tireless and highly successful fundraiser for the 
Assembly. 

Cyprus came to the forefront of the issues confronting the 
Assembly as 1984 began. In Congress, a bill was introduced 
to ban aid to Turkey until it withdrew its recognition of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 

On May 17-20, 1984 the Assembly held its Sixth Con­
vention at the Washington Hilton in the Nation's Capital. Dr. 
Kemal G6knar became ATAA's second President. A White 
House conference was a highlight of the convention, organ­
ized in response to a President Reagan meeting with Greek 
and Armenian community members. A fashion show by Zuhal 
Yorgancioglu gave attendees a great deal of pride in their Tur­
kish cultural heritage. 

On September 10, 1984, the House passed Resolution 247 
designating April 24th as an Armenian National Day of Re­
membrance and not a single representative raised a voice 
against it. The time had come to have the Turkish-American 
voice effectively heard in Congress. Under its first chairman 
Ta�kin Atil the Political Action Committee of the Assembly 
was formed. Now the members of the community could make 
contributions to the congressional campaigns and put the 
weight of all Turkish-Americans behind them. Today, PAC­
ATAA is a separate organization headed by its President, Asil 
Gezen. 

To bring the Assembly closer to the membership, a series of 
regional meetings were held in 1984. In New York the focus 
was on the lack of Turkish history in the American school sys­
tem. On October 6-7, 1984 members gathered in Chicago for 
the Midwest Regional meeting and discussed "Youth and 
Grass Roots Activities of Turkish-American Associations." 

Again, Armenian terrorists struck with deadly aim-this 



time at the Turkish Embassy in Canada where a guard was 
killed and the Ambassador injured. Immediately following this 
attack on April 1, 1985 Ali Ferda Sevin, ATAA's First Vice 
President at the time, appeared on the MacNeil Lehrer News 
Hour to debate and analyze the attack with an Armenian spo­
kesman. Sevin, with clear, precise, very factual statements, 
was able to expose viewers to the treacherous and far reach­
ing consequences of Armenian terrorism. 

Prime Minister Ozal visited the Uni1ed States in April and 
ATAA hosted an elegant dinner 1n his honor at the Wash­
ington Hilton. Also in attendance were over 60 members of 
the Grand National Assembly and many prominent Turkish 
businessmen. 

New Orleans, famed for its hosp1tal1ty, left no one dis­
dppointed at the Seventh Convention, held May 2-5, 1985 at 
the Sheraton. The issues discussed focused on the American 
academic response to Armenian claims and on youth con­
cerns. Creole cuisine, Jazz and Turkish folk dancing made the 
annual banquet a huge success. 

The issue of greatest concern in 1985 was the Armenian re­
solution before Congress. One of the most beneficial and cru­
cial documents that was presented to congressmen was the 
declaration by 69 eminent American Scholars of Ottoman and 
Turkish history that refuted the basic tenants of the resolution. 
The Assembly published this declaration in The Washington 

Post and The New York Times to draw public attention to this 
insidious resolution. 1985 ended on an upbeat note with the 
defeat of this resolution on December 12th. 

In February, 1986 a very special Strategic Planning Group 
comprising members of the Board of Trustees, Board of Direc­
tors and Committee Charipersons assembled and issued a 
communique detailing areas where the Assembly needed to 
grow and where the organizational strucutre needed fine 
tuning. 

In the Spring of t 986, AT AA issued a Special Report on the 
suffering of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria. Members were 
informed on actions to take with human rights organizations 
to focus world public opinion on the Bulgarian Government 
gun-point assimilation campaign. At the Eight Convention, 
held in Washington, D.C., a resolution was passed by the 
delegates condemning the human rights abuses of the Bulg­
arian Government and which set in motion a protest 
campaign. 

Another major issue presented at the Convention was the 
current status of U.S. Turkish relation<. Ajda Pekkan was the 
superstar entertainment attraction at the annual banquet, 
much to the delight of everyone. During the delegates meeting 
the reins of leadership passed to Tarhan Dani�man who be­
came the third President of the Assembly, and the Assembly 
gained three new associations for a total of 41 under the 
umbrella. 

In September an international bazaar for trade and business 
was held at New Hampshire College. College educators and 
local busine;s leaders were amazed at the stumbling blocks 
Turkey's foes put into U.S. Turkish relations. In Newark, NJ, 
members of the A TAA Board of Directors met with the lead­
ership of the New York Federation to issue a unity 
communique. 

A major trip to Turkey by the Assembly leadership provided 
high visibility of ATAA's activities in the United States to the 
Turkish public. Both President Evren and Prime Minister Ozal 
received the delegation, as well as ministers and 
parliamentarians. 

During November a North Central Regional Conference 
was held 1n Michigan bringing the Assembly in touch with 
Turkish-American psychiatrists from around the country, Also 
in November, a community forum was held in New York to 
point out how vital community involvement 1s in solvinf! the 

problems faced by Turkish-Americans. 
ATAA visited Florida In January and in March participated 

in a Southern Regional Conference in New Orlean . A highly 
successful First Youth Convention held in Princeton, N.J. fol­
lowed in April. The young Turkish-Americans left with a deep 
pride in their Turkish heritage and a resolve to carry on the 
Asembly's work in their communItIes. 

With the magnificence of S0leyman in Washington, D.C. 
the venue for the Ninth Convention had to be the Nation's 
Capital. With this backdrop the convention took on a special 
elegance. Four congressmen really drove home the point that 
Turkish-American input was welcome and desperately needed 
when issues concerning Turkey came up in Congress. Delega­
tes admitted three new associations and the Assembly now 
numbered 44 component associations. 

In June 1987 President Dan1�man stepped down having a 
different set of goals and objectives for the Assembly than 
those agreed upon by the Board of Directors. The treasurer, 
Tunca lskir, was nominated by the Board and became the 
fourth AT AA President. 

Waiting until many were on vacation and the Congress was 
just about to adjourn, the Armenians made their major thrust 
to run their resolution through Congress. With a night and day 
major letter writing, telephoning, and visiting campaign by all 
of Turkey's admirers, this legislation was defeated on August 
7, 1987. 

The Armenians lost this one but were more active than ever 
in California trying to put their version of history into the so­
cial studies curriculum. ew York has a similar curriculum 
under study. A second printing of Armenian Allegations: Myth 
and Reality has just been published and will give us a valu­
able tool as we confront this unceasing attack on our very 
essence. 

At the l 0th Convention in California, Tunca lskir was 
elected President with Bonnie Joy Kaslan as First Vice 
President. 

On October 8, l 988, at the very historic A TAA Southern 
Regional Conference leaders of the Sephardic Jewish com­
munity as well as other Jewish-American representatives as­
sembled with Turkish-Americans to set the groundwork for 
1992, 500th Anniversary Commemorations of the welcoming 
of Jews in Turkey. The formation of the Shared Jewish Turkish 
History Committee was ;announced during that conference. 

In 1988, ATAA moved ahead to appoint an Executive 
Director to handle the daily operation of the Central Office 
and Harun Kazaz filled this position. With this professional 
staff in place and with professional volunteers, ATAA began 
publication of the first Turkish-American newspaper in the 
United States. "The Turkish Times" was published monthly 
during the first year and quickly gained a larger reading 
audience. 

A national Media Watch and Response Committee, under 
Dr. Tamer Acikalin began keeping tabs on the way Turks and 
Turkey are handled by the media. When defaming or 
positive coverage appears, AT AA responds with letters or 
personal contacts to set the record straight, or praise the 
work of individuals. This committee has now been organized 
into teams by Bekir Onursal and monitors over 65 
newspapers nationwide. 

A Business Network Committee, headed by Omer Esener 
and Oguz Baburoglu, began to develop programs to assist 
businessmen both in Turkey and the United States by acting 
as a liaison and providing service and information. 

The Immigration Review Committee, under Sadi Dinlenc; 
and Yalc1n Oral, has begun a study of immigration policy 
toward Turks. In 1989, it moved to the forefront to assist in 
the placement of immigrants from Turkey under the OP I 
immigration program. Generous offers came in from the 



community and prospective immigrants were matched 
immediately. 

The Council on Education and Public Affairs chaired by 
Bonnie Kaslan took the teachers' workshop, begun by ATA· 
DC, to all parts of the U.S. Under the auspices of this 
committee, Dr. Justin McCarthy wrote a manual on "Turks 
and Armenians" to be used in high schools. 

ATAA celebrated its 10th Anniversary with a gala 
convention in Crystal City, Virginia which honored 137 
individuals who made ATAA possible in formative years. 
During the Farewell Luncheon, the community said goodbye 
to His Excellency Dr. �0kr0 Elekdag, the ambassador of the 
Republic of Turkey to the United States, who was retiring 
from the foreign service after his ten-year stay in Washington, 
D.C. He had encouraged the Turkish-American community 
all across the U.S. to unite under the ATAA umbrella. 

The Assembly welcomed His Excellency Nuzhet Kandemir, 
the new ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the United 
States in August, 1989 and he immediately took off for 
Washington State for a bilateral trade session in Seattle where 

he later met with the Turkish-American community there. 
By October 1989, the Armenian resolution resurfaced in 

the U.S. Senate. The ATAA grassroots opposition campaign 
and hotline generated a flood of support for the Turkish 
cause and played a major role in having the resolution 
shelved until February. Again, the hotline and the total 
involvement of the professional staff of A TAA, the Turkish 
American community and friends of Turks were able to block 
passage of this legislation. 

The Turkish Times began publication on a bi-monthly basis 
in April, 1990 and is now produced entirely in the United 
States, reaching more readers everyday in th is country, 
Turkey, Europe, Australia, the Middle East and Asia. 

The Eleventh Annual Convention will bring ATAA solidly 
into the 1990's with a greatly increased membership, several 
new associations and a new leadership at the helm. ATAA is 
looking forward to growth and expansion in this decade and 
is counting on all Turkish-Americans and friends of Turks to 
join in. In return ATAA will continue to give the highest 
possible and most deserved service to the community. 





Program of Activities 

ASSEMBLY OF TURKISH AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS 
11th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Washington Hilton Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 
May 10-14, 1990 

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1990 
12:00 noon-4:00 p.m. REGISTRATION and HOSPITALITY SUITE 

(Concourse Level) 

3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. SPECIAL BRIEFING (Military Room) 

FRIDAY, MAY 11, 1990 

Topic: FIRST ANNUAL STATUS REPORT ON TURKISH COMMUNITIES 
WORLDWIDE 
Moderator: Professor Justin McCarthy 

University of Louisville, Dept. of History 

• BULGARIA: MOST RECENT EYE-WITNESS REPORT FROM
BULGARIA
The Honorable Jim Moody (D-WI), U.S. House of Representatives

• GREECE: GREEK ELECTION PRACTICES
Ahmet Sandikcioglu, President, U.S. Council on Human Rights in
the Balkans

• U.S.S.R.: AZERBAIJAN AND SOVIET TURKIC REPUBLICS
Paul Henze, RAND Corporation

• CHINA: AN INSIDE REPORT
Sarni Kohen, Foreign Affairs Columnist, Milliyet Newspaper 

• SPECIAL AWARD PRESENTATION

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. REGISTRATION AND HOSPITALITY SUITE 
(Concourse Level) 

9:30 a.m.-11 :30 a.m. SYMPOSIUM (Lincoln East) 
Topic: HOW CHANGES IN EUROPE MAY INFLUENCE U.S.-TURKISH 
RELATIONS 
Moderator: Heath Lowry, Ph.D. 

Executive Director Institute of Turkish Studies 

From Turkey: 

• TURKISH GOVERNMENT PERSPECTIVE
Bulent Akarcali, Member of Parliament and Co-chairman of the
Turkey-EC Joint Parliamentary Commission

• TURKISH BUSINESSMEN'S PERSPECTIVE
Cem Boyner, President, Turkish American Businessmen's Association

• PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES
Sarni Kohen, Foreign Affairs Columnist, Milliyet Newspaper

from the United States: 

• ADMINISTRATION'S VIEW ON THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
AND NEW EUROPE
Ralph Johnson, Deputy Asst. Secretary for European Affairs,
Department of State

• THE ROLE OF NATO IN THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF EUROPE
George Bader, Principle Director of European and NATO Policy,
Department of Defense



12:00 noon-2:00 p.m. LUNCHEON (Tickets required) 
(Monroe Room) 

Keynote Speaker: H.E. Morton Abramowitz 
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Turkey 

2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. FORUM (Lincoln East) 
Topic: CYPRUS: UNRAVELING THE PAST-CHARTING THE FUTURE 
Moderator: Dr. Tamer Ac;:1kalin 

ATAA V.P. Southern Region 

• UNRAVELING THE PAST
Necati Ertegun, Legal Advisor to the President of the TRNC and past
Minister of Defense and Foreign Affairs

• CRISIS INTERVENTION: IMPLICATIONS OF ONE EPISODE
Ambassador Parker Hart, Former Ambassador to Turkey

• FROM ILLUSIONS OF UNITY TO REALITIES OF SEPARATISM
Prof. Hail ibrahim Salih, Texas Wesleyan University

• U.S. CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES AND REACTIONS TO THE
CYPRUS CRISIS
Joseph Youssouf, Attorney at Law

2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. PANEL DISCUSSION (Lincoln West) 
Topic: IMPORTANCE OF U.S.-TURKISH TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
AND POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Sponsored by: Turkish American Veterans Organization and 

ATAA Business Network Council 
Moderator: Omer Esener, Co-chairman 

ATAA Business Network Council 

• U.S. POLICY ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION
The Honorable Don Ritter (R-PA), U.S. House of Representatives

• OBJECTIVES, PROSPECTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
The Honorable Bi.ilent Akarcali, Member of the Grand National
Assembly of the Republic of Turkey

• SECTORS FOR INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION
Gazi Ercel, CEO of Tutun Bank of Turkey, General Coordinator of
Ya�ar Holding of Turkey

• U.S. SECTORS FOR COOPERATION
John McMunigal, Senior Program Manager, Atlantic Research
Corporation

5:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. THE TURKISH TIMES OPEN HOUSE (Lincoln East) 
Meet the editors and staff 

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. TURKISH AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION 
For guests registered for two activities and by invitation only 

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 1990 

8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. REGISTRATION AND HOSPITALITY SUITE 
(Concourse Level) 

8:30 a.m.-12 noon ANNUAL DELEGATES' MEETING 
(Thoroughbred Room) 

12:15 p.m.-2:15 p.m. LUNCHEON (Tickets Required) 
(Monroe Room) 

Keynote Speaker: H. E. Nuzhet Kandemir 
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the United 
States of America 

SPECIAL AWARD PRESENTATION 



2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

2:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m.-1 :00 a.m. 

PRESIDENTS' COUNCIL MEETING 

The First Annual National Forum 
(Thoroughbred Room) 
Open to Presidents and Vice Presidents of component associations only 

NATIONAL ACTIVITIES MEETINGS 

(Lincoln East) 
Open to any interested registered guest 

• Media Watch and Response Committee Meeting
Special Topic: IMAGE OF TURKS IN THE U.S.
Guest Speaker: Professor Justin McCarthy

Univesity of Louisville 

• Congressional Visitation Corps and Speakers Bureau Meeting

• ATAA-Business Network Council Meeting

ATAA COCKTAIL RECEPTION (Crystal Corridor) 

ANNUAL BANQUET* (Tickets Required) 
(Crystal Ballroom) 

8:30- 9:45 p.m. Dinner 
9:45-10:30 p.m. Award Presentations 

10:30- 1 :00 a.m. Musical Entertainment 

SUNDAY, MAY 14, 1990 

9-00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. PRESIDENTS' BREAKFAST (By Invitation Only)
Guest Speaker: H. E. Nuzhet Kandemir 

10:00 a.m.-1 :00 p.m. ATAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
(Monroe Room) 

1 :30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. NATIONAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM 
(Monroe Room) 
Session Ill-by invitation only 

Important Notes: Registration is required for all convention activities. 
All speakers listed have been invited. 
*Attire: Dark Suit, Black Tie or Military Uniform

Lighted balloon decorations for the Convention Banquet donated by 
Turk International of San Marcos, CA. 



THANK YOU 

TO OUR 

SUPPORTERS 



In this year of 1990, 
we're happy and proud to celebrate 

our 85th birthday in Turkey. 

In 1905, we opened our first office in Turkey in the city of Istanbul. 
We moved our products to market in horse-drawn carts. 

In 1914, we built our first storage terminal in Izmir. By June 1922, two 
more terminals followed, straddling the Bosphorus. 

Through the years, Mobil has been a pioneer in Turkey in many areas. 
We were the first company to receive oil exploration rights from the 
Turkish government ... the first to install underground storage tanks .. . 
the first to open full-facility service stations . . . and the first to begin the 
local blending of lubricants, back in 1956. 

We're proud to support the Assembly of Turkish American Associations 
and the important work they do. 

Mobil Oil Turk A.S. 
Mobil Refining Company 
Mobil Exploration Mediterranean M@bil 



Congratulations on your 

past efforts 

and 

Best wishes for your 

continued success . 

.. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hiiseyin Ozdeger 

Chicago 



What we don't know about banking in Turkey 
you could write on the back of one of these 
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With 1295 branches throughout Turkey, full-service 
offices in New York. London and Frankfurt and 
representative offices in the rest of the world's financial 
centers. Ziraat Bank is by far Turkey's largest bank. 

But as a customer looking for creative. entrepreneurial 
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solutions to your particular banking problems. you'll find 
our young and sophisticated management offers you 
tailor-made products and personal attention. 

So whatever the size of the deal. talk first to Turkey's 
leading banking experts. 

T.C. ZiRAAT BANKASI 

NEW YORK BRANCH Tel: (212) 557 5612/14 Tix: 426674 zb ny 
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Amerika' dakiTUrk'Un 
"GOzU,KulaQ1 ve Sesi.:: 
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BUYUK ... EN BUYUK ... 

AMERiKA MERKEZ BUROSU 

500 fifth AVenue, Suite 1021 New York, N.Y. 10110 (212) 921 - 8880 Fax: (212) 391 - 4017 



An Innovative Leader in 
Satellite Communications 

Systems. Mobile Telesystems Incorporated, previously known as COMSAT
Technology Products Incorporated, develops, manufactures and 
services mobile satellite communications terminals that operate 
within the INMARSAT network. Innovative research and develop­
ment, high quality state-of-the-art manufacturing and dedicated 
customer service ensures Mobile Telesystems a leading role and 
bright future. 

The MCS-9120 Maritime Communications System terminal 
provides worldwide telephone, data, telex and facsimile services. 
Light-weight yet rugged, this fully integrated telecommunications 
terminal adapts to meet the needs of commercial, research or 
fishing vessels and yachts. 

The TCS-lite Transportable Communications 
System provides worldwide telephone, data, facsimile 
and telex capabilities like the two-suitcase TCS-9000. 

The single-suitcase terminal (65 lbs.) provides a wide 
range of applications available to governments, news 
media, research institutes and private businesses. 

The MCV-9120, a selkontained Mobile Communication 
Vehicle, provides instantaneous private voice, telex and data 
communications worldwide. The versatility of the MCV-9120 
makes its applications suitable for use by government 

mh(t emergency and rescue organizations, private entities 
and research institutes. 

For further information contact: 
Shafiq A. Chaudhuri 

Vice President, Marketing and Sales 
Tel: (301) 590-8514 

Mobile Te/esystems, Inc.

300 Professional Drive 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879 
(301) 590-8500
Telex: 901885
Fax: (301) 590-8558



1989 Cumhuriyet Okur Anketi sonuflerma gore, Cumhuriyet okurlar,n,n 

% 41 'i yiinetici konumunda, % 4B'i yabanc, di/ biliyor, % 54'ii ise iiniversite mezunu. 

AMERiKA MERKEZ BUROSU 
4300-42 nd. Street, 
N.W. Washington, 
DC 20016 1-800-966-6153 
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I I 
I We would like to congratulate the I 
� Assembly of Turkish American I � �

I Associations for its past success and I 
I 

wish them continued good luck on their 
I

I 11th anniversary. 
I 

I THE ORIGINAL NEW I 
� �olb-£n IfiaB1£ J§in£r Ji{£siaurant 

" 
� 

� Route 13 And Bath Rd., Bristol, Pa. 1 9007 · �
� 215-785-6926

�� "�atisfoction - ®uarnnteeb" � 
� The Sultan Banquet Room Available For Parties Of 60 To 120 Persons

I � Owned And Operated By Huseyin Gunaydin ��
� �
� �
��������������������
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LYKES"LINES 
Your partner in 

quality 

when shipping 

to Turkey 
and the world. 

Call your local Lykes office for more information. 

@) 1990, Lvi<es S,os. Steamship Co., Inc. 

PROUD TO BE A PART OF 

AT AA AT ITS 11th YEAR! 

The Turkish American 

Cultural Society of 

New England 

P.O. Box 1308 

Boston, MA 02104 

I wish best of success to 

ATAA in its 11th year in 

serving all the 

Turkish-Americans 
and friends of Turks. 

Dr. Faruk Ozer 
11125 Rockville Pike 

Suite 208 
Rockville, MD 20852 

23£1t wi1h£1 f oi

continJ..Luf jUCC£11

to th£ 

clf11t:mblJ of 

fJutki1h clf mt:7.ican 

clf 11ociation1 

fJu tki Ji c:Am£tican Caftu.wf 
c:if.160dation of dM�an 



The bakers 

and 

candle-stick 

makers, 

the movers 

and the 

shakers 

All 

Read 

The 

Turkish 

Times 

The only 

Turkish-American 

Newspaper 

Don,t be 

left outl 

(202) 232-1833



BEST WISHES TO 

ASSEMBLY OF TURKISH AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATIONS 

FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS 

IN ENHANCING GOOD RELATIONS 

BETWEEN TURKEY AND USA. 

OEA, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 10488, Denver, Colorado 80210




